
Crossness Engines Pumping Station Visit - 19th October 21 

The Crossness Pumping Station opened in 1865 by Albert Edward the Prince of Wales and is located 

on a corner of the Thames Water sewage plant in Abbey Wood. It was a key element in Joseph 

Bazalgette’s radical scheme to improve the health and sanitation of Victorian London. 

Four magnificent beam engines, built by James Watt & Company, were used to pump London’s 

sewage into a reservoir before being discharged into the Thames. 

The Crossness Engines Trust was formed in 1987 to preserve the now listed buildings and contents 

and have completely restored one of the four engines (Prince Consort) to its former glory. The 

volunteers are now restoring a second engine with a view to keeping the remaining 2 in the 

condition they were found in 1987. 

Our visit started with a narrow gauge train ride from the car park into the site, followed by a 45 

minute presentation on Joseph Bazalgette, the site, engines and the Trust. We were then taken 

around the site by a guide, visiting the boiler house, the main beam engines house, their tool making 

and restoring shed and various other buildings of interest. It was a very interesting tour. After about 

2 hours we were then left to have refreshments and to walk around their museum.  

A fascinating visit.  

 

 



 

 



 


