
12 Bar Blues 
 
There are loads of different variations of the 12 bar blues. 
It can be played in any key, but common keys for the guitar are A and E. 
 
Here is one of the most common variations (in the key of A): 
 
 
A A A A 
 
D D A A 
 
E D A E  
 
The last bar, here it is  E, is known as the “turn around”, as it leads back round to the first 
bar. 
 
 
 


